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PREFACE. 


E fhould efleem it an unpardonable Negleét, if, 

at this Period, we did not return our moft 

grateful Thanks to our Readers, for the numerous Tef- 
timonials we have received of the good Opinion they 
‘entertain of our Undertaking, which we hope we have 
not neglected to make, in fome Degree, worthy of their 


Patronage. 


The National Occurrences of the laft Year are Mat- 
ters of the neareft Concern to this Country. Intirely 
unbiafled by Party or Prejudice, we have endeavoured 
to lay. a candid and comprehenfive Account of them 
before the Public. The prefent unhappy Conteft with 
the Colonies is a Subject which requires all the Pains 
which we can beftow upon it, and deferves much 
more fkilful Workmen. No National Difpute was 
ever more formed to attract Curiofity, or was of equal 
Importance to the Interefts of Great Britain. 


A With 


PREFAC E. 





With Refpect to the mifcellaneous Parts of our Ma- 
gazine, which are neither political nor hiftorical, we 
have endeavoured (without ever facrificing at the Shrine 
of Scandal) to felect Matters of Lirrrature, UTI- 
Liry, and AmuseMENT, which laft, though of a 
lighter Nature, are pleafing by their Variety, and by 


their being the common Topics of polite Converfation. 


A great Number of the above Articles have been con- 
ftantly illuftrated by Plates, defigned and engraved by 
the moft eminent Artifts in Paris and London; but— 
to fay more would be fuperfluous—the Public have, 
for a Series of Years, been fufficiently apprized of our 
Advantages and Defects, and we have fufficiently ex- 
perienced an Indulgence due, not to our Abilities, but 
to the Pains we have taken. They may be aflured this 
Indulgence will not hereafter tempt us to an ungrateful 
Negligence, as no Trouble, Attention, or Expence, 
fhall be {pared to render the prefent Undertaking rx- 
TENSIVELY USEFUL, INSTRUCTIVE, and ENTER- 


TAINING. 
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